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 Introduction 

 In conflict zones, national authorities along with other parties in conflict have primary responsibilities for the  
 wellbeing of those affected. If they are unable or unwilling to meet the basic needs of the affected population  
 within their control, they are obliged to allow and facilitate the impartial provision of the assistance.  

 There are many types of constraints which affect humanitarians’ ability to reach people in need of assistance,  
 particularly in situations of armed conflict. These constraints also affect the ability of affected populations to  
 have full access to humanitarian aid. They include bureaucratic restrictions on personnel and humanitarian  
 supplies, impediments related to climate, terrain, or lack of infrastructure, diversion of aid, and interference in  
 the delivery of relief and implementation of activities, and active fighting and military operations, and attacks  
 on humanitarian personnel, goods and facilities.  

 Access is, therefore, a fundamental prerequisite for effective humanitarian action. Full and unimpeded access is  
 essential to establish operations, move goods and personnel where they are needed, implement distributions,  
 provide health services and carry out other activities, and for affected populations to fully benefit from the  
 assistance and services made available.  

 Key Vocabulary  
 Humanitarian Aid: Humanitarian aid is the material and logistic assistance given to meet the immediate needs  
 of victims of disasters and/or violence.  

 Burden: Something oppressive or worrisome.  

 Impartial Assistance: A type of assistance based solely on need without any discrimination among beneficiaries  
 based on nationality, race, religion. 

 Immigrant: One that immigrates: such as a person who comes to a country to take up permanent residence 

 View: An opinion or judgment colored by the feeling or bias of its holder 

 Conflict Zones: Fight, battle, war areas. 

 Terrorist Groups/Organizations: Group of people practicing or involving violent acts of terror. 

 Medical Facility: A place where sick or injured people are given care or treatment (as a hospital, urgent care  
 center, or a clinic) 
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 Focused Overview 
 Medical neutrality in conflict zones is the base of healthcare provision in conflict zones. For instance, Liberia, a 
 country which is experienced on this issue, has responded to the post-war health challenges by having its  
 Ministry of Health and Social Welfare to cooperate with the donors and also international non-governmental  
 organizations (NGOs). Thus, Liberia approached to rebuild the health system near zero. The ministry was  
 aiming for a lot of things, but primarily, it wanted to expand the provision of primary health care. In 2007, they  
 published the National Health Plan, which outlined a package consisting multiple health care services:   
 significant health services that would be provided without any charge at the clinics and hospitals throughout the 
 whole country. “This ranged from HIV testing to emergency obstetric care.”  

 Another example is Northern Syria, “WHO has led the development of an Essential Health Service Package  
 (EHSP) for northern Syria (WHO/Health Cluster). The package details the preventive and curative health  
 services that are appropriate to address the health needs of the population, considering physical and mental  
 trauma effects of the crisis.”  

Referring to the words of Susannah Sirkin, the director of 
international policy and partnerships at Physicians for  
Human Rights, “In Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, and Yemen,   
aerial strikes have decimated hospitals and clinics, killing  
doctors and the patients they are so desperately trying to   
treat.” The quote especially emphasizes the countries, which  
are mostly involved in this issue. Considering the fact   
that these countries are located in conflict zones, they   
have the highest rate of attacks directed towards their general  
health/aid facilities and also their civilians, which are   
in (vital) treatment. 

 1) Violence against healthcare  
 Physical violence against healthcare    
 personnel, healthcare structures/facilities,   
 and ambulances is a major risk that    
 represents almost 1/4 of all physical violence 
 in the facilities. The effects of violence in   
 this sector can range from temporary    
 suspension of activities to the dispersion of   
 healthcare givers due to fear, and even to   
 long-lasting disruption of services. 

 2) Criminalization of healthcare 
 This is a type of offensive actions against medical workers, patients, doctors, and also medical faculties and  
 general healthcare centers. The attackers are usually attacking these people and facilities in order to eliminate  
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Picture 1: ICRC/B Schaelfer. The emergency room entrance of the 
Keysaney hospital in Mogadishu, Somalia, which is supported by 
the International Committee of the Red Cross. The paintings on the 
wall show that weapons are not allowed in the hospital”

Picture 2: According to the Map of the affected air workers around the world.



 the wounded opposition group members or to damage the economics of the rebel groups. Such as, destroying  
 their products, income sources, weapons to protect, etc. 

 3) Military Aspects 
 This is a very contrasting aspect of the issue because when a group is seen as a terrorist group as one country, it  
 might not be the same for another country. While trying to be as transparent and unbiased as possible, military  
 intervention is a very common action, which is taken by the most powerful neighbouring countries. While one  
 group of armed people may be trying to protect a healthcare facility, or the resources being carried to the  
 medical faculties, the other group of people may be trying to capture those resources for themselves. Countries’  
 policies, how they view the topic differ. Therefore, the world cannot find a way to solve this issue. 

 Besides, the countries demonstrate their power by intervention to such areas. Countries usually select to use  
 other countries to fight instead of fighting directly with the country they are opposing with. They provide the  
 selected country with good products to show that they are more powerful than the opposition. 

 4) Human Rights Aspects 
 The most essential aspect of this issue is human rights because it is being violated in conflict zones. The   
 opponent groups disguise themselves as civilians so that they can find the weak spots of the enemy. This harms  
 the civilians because after the opponents find out that they are disguised they eliminate the ones who are   
 disguised. Even if they have to slaughter a mass number of civilians. This is a direct violation of human rights.  

 On the other hand, the blockade of the resources, such as medical aid, food, and water, is a significant violation  
 of human rights, no one has the right to hinder on people’s resources, neither countries nor individuals.  

 One of the latest examples of this situation is seen in Yemen, when some people from Saudi Arabia started to  
 assault a rebel-held port of Yemen. The port is the key passage for the aid to go through Yemen. It contains  
 clean water, which is vital for the Yemeni people. In Yemen, Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) supported  
 hospitals and resources are being looted or attacked by Saudi Arabians. They have also targeted the sanitation  
 and water facilities in order to leave the civilians and also the enemy with acute malnutrition and extreme thirst. 
 In addition, cholera is a significant issue in Yemen because of the unsanitized water. 

 Major Parties Involved and Their Views 
 Yemen 
 Yemen is a country, which, people fed up with the war with Saudi Arabia. In 2015, Saudi Arabia led an   
 intervention in Yemen with 9 African and Arabic countries. “The conflict between Saudis and Yemen escalated  
 dramatically in March 2015, when Saudi Arabia and eight other mostly Sunni Arab states - backed by the US,  
 UK, and France - began air strikes against the Houthis, with the declared aim of restoring Mr Hadi's   
 government.” Mr. Hadi is: Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi is a Yemeni politician and former Field Marshal of the  
 Yemeni Armed Forces. Yemen’s humanitarian aid is being hindered by the Saudi-backed groups with the latest  
 assault of them to the Hudaydah port, which is a very essential point because the majority of the humanitarian  
 aid is going into and distributed to Yemen from this port. 

 Syria 
 Syria is located right in the middle of the most powerful countries of the world, the two sides of war, Russian  
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 Federation and United States of America. The land is divided into multiple parts. Officially when we say Syria,  
 we have to refer it as the Syrian Government (Bashar al-Assad’s regime). The government wants to get their  
 immigrants all around the world to return but when there is this much conflict going on in the region, no one  
 would like to go there. The rebel-held regions are the areas, which are being attacked the most.  

 Russian-backed groups and armies and also Russia itself has been bombing hospitals since the beginning of the  
 Syrian Civil War. When Russia applied air strikes to a hospital and killed the medical workers, patients, and  
 people who were being cured, they apologized and stated that they were aiming to attack Islamic State of Iraq  
 and Syria (ISIS) members. The Syrian Army supported these air strikes because the medical facilities which  
 were attacked also had rebel-group members being treated there. 

 Somalia 
 Somalia is having the same situation as the Middle East(Syria), but the only difference is that they are also  
 dealing with other types of terrorist organizations, such as Al-Qaeda backed Al Shabaab, and that they located  
 in the continent of Africa. They are completely against the attacks against the humanitarian aid and they also  
 need support in fighting terrorism against medical facilities.  

 Free Syrian Army 
 This organization is founded by the officers in the Syrian Armed Forces who claim that their goal is to bring  
 down the Bashar al-Assad government. The organization also receives medical/military based aids from   
 countries such as; Turkey, Norway, Qatar, United States of America, Saudi Arabia, UK, France, Israel,   
 Netherlands, UAE, Libya, Jordan and Egypt. And its opponents are the Syrian Armed Forces and the allied  
 militias, Iran, Russia, Hezbollah, Ba’ath Brigades and other groups. 

 Russian Federation 
 The Russian Federation is mostly interested in the Middle East. Basically, the presence of Russia in the conflict  
 zone is attributed to the reason why the United States of America is also present in the area. This is most   
 probably because both of these countries’ views on “cruel groups”, “terrorist groups”, “rebellions”, and etc. In  
 short, the countries might not agree on the “innocent” and “guilty”. Another very essential point is that Russia is 
 applying air strikes on the medical facilities, which are in held under the Free Syrian Army. The contradiction is 
 seen now, basically, while the USA supports the idea that Bashar al-Assad is a terrorist, Russia believes that the  
 rebellious groups against the Assad Regime are the real terrorists. 

 United States of America 
 The United States of America’s view is almost identical to Russia but the only place they contrast is on the  
 “friendly” and “unfriendly” groups/organizations. For example, the USA’s view on the Assad Regime located in 
 Syria is that they have been a sponsor state to terrorism since 1979 and believe that the country is a “safe- 
 haven” (shelter), for the terrorists. As in the aforementioned paragraph, the two “Permanent 5” members, which 
 have a veto power in the council have two very contradicting beliefs on disagreeing on the “innocent” and  
 “guilty”, which has led the Middle East situation to no conclusion. 
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 Timeline of Events 

  
 Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

● Peace-building Commission Resolution (S/RES/1947/2010)  
This resolution explains the recommendations of the report with the aim of further improving the effectiveness 
of the “Peace-building Commission”. 
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Date of Event Description of Event

March 2011 - August 2015 According to “Physicians for Human Rights”, medical facilities were 
attacked more than 300 times. 

November 21st, 2012 Aleppo's Dar al-Shifa Hospital was bombed and destroyed by the 
Syrian Army.

2014 57 aid workers lost their lives in 54 attacks in Afghanistan.

October 2015 A Russian aircraft attacked a medical facility operated by the Syrian 
American Medical Society in the town of Sarmin, Syria. 

May 23rd, 2016 During 2015 and the first three months of 2016, intentional or random 
strikes on health care facilities has killed medical workers and 
patients, decimated medical infrastructure, and robbed many civilians, 
which are in vital medical care.

April 7th, 2017 A hospital was attacked in Maarat al-Nu'man by the Russian aircraft. 
Right after the attack, there was a chemical attack on Khan 
Sheikhoun, which is a clinic treating the people who were gassed was 
attacked by Syrian forces. Therefore, US launched a missile strike 
against Shayrat Air Base. This really intensified the tension between 
United States of America and Russia.

June 2018 Saudi-backed government forces began an operation on the rebel-held 
port, which is located in Hudaydah, Yemen. This port is the entry 
point of the majority of the aid going into Yemen. Aid agencies 
warned that the catastrophe could be much worse if any offense is 
done. This assault increased the deaths and caused most of the aid 
coming to be interrupted and become intermittent. Basically, Saudis 
are aiming to hinder the aid, which is going into Yemen.

https://undocs.org/S/RES/1947(2010)


● Protection Of Civilians In Armed Conflict Resolution (S/RES/2175/2014) 
This resolution emphasizes the importance of maintenance of international peace and security and, in this 
context, the need to promote and ensure respect for the principles and also outlines the rules of international 
humanitarian law. 

● Maintenance Of International Peace And Security - Conflict Prevention (S/RES/2171/2014)   
To have a preventive diplomacy, mediation and peaceful settlement of disputes, in particular resolutions. On 
the other hand, reminding the determination of the peoples of the United Nations members, to save succeeding 
generations from the wrath of war and to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights and to be seized in the 
matters of these international rights. 

● Protection Of Civilians In Armed Conflict (S/RES/2222/2015)  
This resolution is mostly about the crimes committed against journalists, media professionals and associated 
personnel in the situations of armed conflict and through the conduct of impartial, independent and effective 
investigations within their jurisdiction and to bring perpetrators of such crimes to justice. This would be a 
significant resource for the delegated who are willing to write detailed and effective clauses, which are looking 
forward to solving the issue.  

● Post-conflict Peace-building (S/RES/2282/2016)  
This is the latest resolution of the UN, so by viewing and examining this resolution you delegates will be able 
to access the newsworthy and the news which are up-to-date. 

 Most of these resolutions were efficient because while most of them were short term solutions, others were long 
 term, so it takes time to see whether the long-term solution works or not.  

 Basically, the short-term solutions are usually easy to think of and also easy to execute, but focus should be  
 given on long-term solutions very detailed. Particularly, it’s encouraged that all the delegates do a lengthy  
 research about the topic and writing detailed clauses, which tackle the issue the best way possible. 

 Possible Solutions 
 Instead of setting up centralized aid centers, it might be safer and, to an extent, easier to provide aid in smaller  
 settings for different areas. This is because centralized aid centers are often target centers in conflict areas and  
 smaller areas will be easier to protect and evacuate.  

 Another possible short-term solution for the issue might be creating health service packages varying from small 
 to large. Then sending them to the conflict zones with the assistance of the non-governmental organizations,  
 which have reliable networks with the hospitals, general health/aid facilities. 

 Creating an organization with the help of the United Nations (UN) and some willing countries may help solve  
 the issue. This organization should be international and should have meetings via online platforms or the  
 members can meet in a host country and talk about the current and latest situations to deal with, which is related 
 to the topic of lifting the burden of hospitals and general health/aid facilities in conflict zones. The organization  
 will mostly be focusing on how to get as much supplies/aid to the areas in need and how to protect them, etc.  
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http://undocs.org/S/RES/2282(2016)


 Further Reading 
● What Resources Are Needed?  

● A practical guide for setting up and running a surgical hospital in an area of armed conflict 

● Attacks On Medical Workers In Syria 

● Health Systems in Conflict Areas 

●  “UN News Center Related To The Issue” (Deleted Now) 

● The coalition of more than 30 nongovernmental organizations—including IntraHealth International—found 
that during 2015 and the first three months of 2016, deliberate or indiscriminate strikes on health care have 
killed medical workers and patients…  

● Can the World Bank Contribute? and The Impact of Conflict on Child Health 

● Post-Conflict Health Reconstruction 
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