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Introduction 

 
One of the poorest counties in the Arabian Peninsula is Yemen,  a country horrendously affected by 
the war between the allies of the Houthi rebel movement and the forces loyal to the president of 
Yemen, Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi. The Houthis were at first not considered an international threat 
since they began as a theological movement, which evangelized peace, however today they are the 
center of an international conflict. As the Houthis began to pose an international threat and increased 
in position of power, the Saudi-led coalition, which backs the president, began air strikes on Yemen 
in March 2015 to stop the Houthis.  
 
Since then, approximately 7600 people have lost their lives to this tragedy and 42.000 have been 
badly injured whether it be in the air strikes or because of the lack of any aid. The issue has caused 
for a humanitarian disaster, which has left 70 percent of the population in need of aid.  
 
Education wise, the youth minister in Yemen has suggested that the government would suspend 
classes for a year in order for kids and teachers to fight. The minister is also proposing that children 
should be allowed to be armed.  
 
General Overview 
 
Everything began in January 2015 when the Houthis took over Sana’a and many ordinary Yemenis 
began supporting them. The Houthis surrounded the presidential palace and essentially put the 
president and his cabinet in house arrest. The president escaped by fleeing to Aden where the 
government had the advantage over the Houthis. The Houthis then tried to take over the entire 
country, which forced the president to flee the country in March 2015.  
 
When the countries in the Arabian Peninsula became aware of the threat that the Houthis posed, 
Saudi Arabia and eight other states began an air campaign aimed at saving the Yemen government 
from collapsing because of the Houthis. This coalition also received intelligence and logistical 
support from the United States, United Kingdom and France. Two years passed and the war did not 
resolve therefore the military victory was indecisive. The governmental forces that were loyal to 
President Hadi, were successful in saving Yemen from the rebels taking over it. However, through 
all of this the civilians were victims of many disregarded international laws. Both sides broke laws. 
According to the United Nations, by 2017, child deaths composed ¾ of civilian deaths during the 
first two years of the war.  
 
The UN says 2 million Yemenis are internally displaced and 180,000 others have fled the country. In 
a research conducted by the UN Office for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), as of 
March 2017, 18.8 million people are in need of humanitarian aid and protection, which is 70 percent 
of the population in Yemen. This conflict shattered the civilian infrastructure, leaving 17 million 
people food insecure and 6.8 immensely food insecure.  
 
The government says there are also between 1.7 and two million refugees, asylum seekers and 
migrants in Yemen, 460,000 of who need humanitarian assistance. 
About 3.3 million children and pregnant or breast-feeding women are acutely malnourished,  



including 462,000 children under five who face severe acute malnutrition. That represents a 57% 
increase since late 2015 and threatens the lives and life-long prospects of those affected, according to 
the UN. 

 
The World Food Programme 
has classified seven of Yemen's 22 
provinces as being at "emergency" 
level - one step below famine on 
the five-point Integrated Food 
Security Phase Classification scale. 
Ten provinces are at "crisis" level. 
Basic commodity prices are on 
average 30% to 50% higher than 
before the conflict, while 
purchasing power has been 
substantially reduced because of 
dwindling livelihoods. 
 
The World Bank estimates that the 
poverty rate has doubled to 62%, 
with public sector salaries - on 
which about 30% of the population 
depend - paid irregularly. 
Treatments for chronically ill 
patients are increasingly 

unavailable due to import difficulties, rising prices or lack of health personnel. Mothers and young 
children are also at particular risk.  
 
The conflict has also taken a toll on education. About 2 million children are out of school. More than 
1,600 schools are currently unfit for use due to damage, presence of displaced people or occupation 
by combatants, and some two million children are out of school. 
 
Those affected by the outbreak, and the wider conflict, have struggled to get medical help. An 
estimated 14.8 million people lack access to basic healthcare, with 8.8 million living in severely 
affected areas. Only 45% of the 3,500 health facilities surveyed by the World Health Organization in 
November were fully functioning, and even they faced severe medicine, equipment and staff 
shortages.  
 
As of October 2016, at least 274 health facilities had been damaged or destroyed in the conflict. 
Thirteen health workers have meanwhile been killed and 31 injured. The restrictions on imports of 
fuel-essential for maintaining the water supply - combined with damage to pumps and sewage 
treatment facilities, also mean that 14.4 million people now lack access to safe drinking water or 
sanitation, including 8.2 million who are in acute need. 
 
People have been forced to rely on untreated water supplies and unprotected wells, placing them at 
risk of life-threatening illnesses. An outbreak of cholera and acute watery diarrhea was declared in 
October. As of March 2017, a total of 22,181 suspected cases of cholera and 103 associated deaths 
had been reported. 

 
Definition of Key Terms 

 
Houthi’s: The Houthis officially called Ansar Allah is a Zaidi predominantly Shia-led religious-
political movement that emerged from Sa'dah, northern Yemen in the 1990s. 
 
 
 



Islamic State: The IS are a jihadist group which poses an international threat, their danger was first 
understood and first considered an international safety issue when they seized large areas of Syria 
and Iraq in 2014. 
 
Missile: A weapon that is self-propelled or directed by remote control, carrying conventional or 
nuclear explosive. 
 
UN Office for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA): OCHA is the part of the United 
Nations Secretariat responsible for bringing together humanitarian actors to ensure a coherent 
response to emergencies. OCHA also ensures there is a framework within which each actor can 
contribute to the overall response effort.  
 
Cholera: Cholera is an acute, diarrheal illness caused by infection of the intestine. An estimated 3-5 
million cases and over 100,000 deaths occur each year around the world. Approximately one in 10 
(5-10%) infected persons will have severe disease characterized by profuse watery diarrhea, 
vomiting, and leg cramps. This disease causes a very quick loss of fluids in the body, which 
eventually causes for the body to undergo severe dehydration and shock. People who suffer from this 
disease need immediate treatment and since the people in Yemen can’t have this treatment lives are 
lost to this disease in vast amounts.  
 
Airstrike: An attack made via aircraft. 
 
Integrated Food Security Phase Classification scale: The Integrated Food Security Phase 
Classification (IPC) is a set of standardized tools that aims at providing a "common currency" for 
classifying the severity and magnitude of food insecurity.  
 
Coalition: An alliance between states. In this case, this is the coalition between the countries coming 
together to fight with the Yemen government against the Houthi rebels in Yemen.  

 
Major Parties Involved and Their Views 

 
Yemen: One of the poorest counties in the Arabian Peninsula is Yemen, is a country horrendously 
affected by the war between the allies of the Houthi rebel movement and the forces loyal to the 
resident of Yemen, Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi. With the aim of winning against the Houthi rebels, 
Saudi Arabia formed a coalition in 2015. These countries helped in sending troops and air strikes 
with aims to help the government fight against the rebels. These countries include: Jordan, Sudan, 
United Arab Emirates, Egypt, Morocco, Bahrain, Qatar, Senegal and Kuwait.  
 
United States of America: US forces conducted precision strikes in Yemen against Al Qaeda in the 
Arabian Peninsula. The strikes were apparently intended to maintain pressure against the terrorists' 
network and infrastructure in the region. The United States has an interest in not only helping to 
mitigate this humanitarian crisis but also to encourage a political settlement to end the war. What 
happens in Yemen could negatively affect regional stability and be disastrous for U.S. interests. 

 
Timeline of Events 
 

Date of Event Description of Event 
2014 September  Sana’a is taken over by the Houthi rebels. 
2015 January  The rejection of the draft constitution proposed by 

the government. 
2015 February  President Hadi flees to Aden and Houthis appoint 

the presidential council for the replacement of the 
president. 

2015 March  Two suicide bombings take place, which is targeted  
 



to Shia mosques in Sana’a, this is the first major 
attack in Yemen conducted by the Islamıc State, 
137 people killed. 

2015 June  Leader of Al- Qaeda dies in a US drone strike in 
Yemen. 

2015 September  President Hadi is in Aden, the Saudi government 
recapture Aden from Houthi forces. 

2016 April  UN sponsored talks, which takes place between the 
Houthis and the government. 

2016 May  IS admits to the attacks they placed on Yemen.  
2016 October  Airstrike on a largely populated funeral in Sana’a, 

made by the government. 
2017 January  The USA’s first military attack on Yemen under 

President Donald Trump. 
2017 May  Houthis fire missiles into Saudi Arabia. 
2017 July  A WHO (World Health Organization) report states 

that 1.500 people have died from a cholera 
outbreak in Yemen due to the insufficiency of aid. 

 
Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 
 
In 2016 there was a peace talk organized by the UN in Kuwait, which composed of the Houthis and 
Saudis. It was hoped that they would negotiate but it only took three months for the peace talks to 
fail. The talks even triggered a rise in fighting which also resulted in another casualty in civilian 
deaths.  
 
The Yemeni government states that the only way this issue is going to resolve is if the Security 
Council Resolution 2216 passes which is a resolution stating that rebels would withdraw from the 
areas they control as well as withdrawing their weaponry.  
 
The UN has been requesting for countries to aid Yemen, the conference in Geneva ended up with 
promising 1.1 billion dollars in aiding Yemen (total amount promised by countries). The UN is still 
taking measures to aid Yemen and save the civilians from living in such bad life conditions.  
The promises stated in the conference included a hundred million dollars from Kuwait, 55 million 
dollars from Germany, 94 million dollars from the United States o America, 150 dollars from Saudi 
Arabia and 139 million British pounds from the United Kingdom.  
 
The conference resulted with people taking action in Yemen as well, there was a march in Yemen, 
which lasted a week and it started in Sana’a, the capital of Yemen and ended in Hudaydah, which is 
the entry point for aid in Yemen. The people called out to the international community with a 140-
mile march and named it the “March for Bread”.  
 
*Here are some of the UN resolutions written for Yemen and how the international community can 
help them: 
 
7 SEPTEMBER 2015A/HRC/30/31: This was a UN High Commissioner for Human Rights report on 
Yemen, which recommended establishing an international mechanism to investigate alleged human 
rights violations. 
 
18 AUGUST 2017S/PV.8027: This was a briefing on Yemen by Under-Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs Stephen O’Brien and Special Envoy for Yemen, Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed. 
 
9 AUGUST 2017S/PV.8020: The Council adopted a presidential statement expressing its grave  
 
 



concern about the threat of famine presently facing more than 20 million people in Yemen, Somalia, 
South Sudan, and north-east Nigeria. 
 
14 APRIL 2015S/RES/2216: This resolution demanded the Houthis to withdraw from all seized areas 
and to relinquish all seized arms, and established an arms embargo on the Houthis and forces loyal to 
former president Ali Abdullah Saleh. 
 
Possible Solutions 
 
The crisis in Yemen affected the health, poverty and sanitary conditions as well as the education 
Yemen. The best way to fight what’s happening in Yemen right now is to find measures to prevent 
the fight between the Yemeni government and the Houthi rebels. On the long run, there needs to be a 
resolution written about how the conflict between both sides could be solved and how the rise of 
power of the rebels could be stopped before they are too immense in power and uncontrollable.  
 
The education is being interrupted and suspended by the war, which not only causes for children to 
be uneducated but it also brings the country as a whole, back about a hundred years. A country 
cannot improve itself without education and if education is suspended because of the war, the 
country will not only continue to shatter but it will also be going into a regression era. Therefore, if 
we’re looking for a long-term solution to solve the issues about education and aid, the political 
affairs should be solved and the aim should be to find a common ground without more civilians 
dying because of the issue. 
 
In the meantime, there should be aid provided to Yemen to help civilians in their horrid situations to 
keep them from losing their lives. Countries and allies should send Teachers Without Borders to 
help kids that cannot attend school because of the war and doctors without borders as well as 
financial aid must be provided to fight against the issue. This is a short-term solution, which does not 
directly solve the issue but it must be done in order for the civilians to survive and for them to be in 
better life conditions whilst the war is happening.  
 
Further Reading 

 
“UN Resolution .” UN Documents for Yemen, www.securitycouncilreport.org/un-
documents/yemen/. 
 
Sana'a, Agence France-Presse in. “Close Schools and Send Our Children to War, Urges Yemeni 
Minister.” The Guardian, Guardian News and Media, 20 Oct. 2017, 
www.theguardian.com/world/2017/oct/20/yemen-minister-send-our-children-to-war. 
 
Jones, Owen. “Britain Is at War with Yemen. So Why Does Nobody Know about It? | Owen Jones.” 
The Guardian, Guardian News and Media, 28 Jan. 2016, 
www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/jan/28/britain-war-yemen-saudi-arabia-military-
advisers. 
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