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Introduction 

 
Unfortunately nowadays, the world is facing and combatting major environmental calamities such as 
the ongoing climate change, natural catastrophes and the other environmental impacts of the high 
consumption and depletion of natural resources at any sectors such as: economy, business, health, 
education etc. The aim of this report is considered to provide information about this major world 
problem and illuminate its background with the supports of facts and examples.  
 
Numerous countries and people all over the world are currently suffering from many difficulties and 
complications caused by the depletion of natural resources irresponsibly, by citizens, business 
owners and even governments or local administrations. The urgency of the matter is quite clear; 
since it is said that this matter will finally get relevant with poverty all over the world and prohibit 
the development of agricultural affairs, industrial businesses and let poverty remain widespread 
along within contagious diseases.  
 
Firstly, it is important and vital to comprehend and realize such incidents and affairs in order to 
interpret the matter and situation relevantly to the main topic of this year’s ENIMUN: “Transcending 
Borders”. Humans should always aim to transcend borders. This matter concerning the unavailing 
depletion of natural resources would definitely improve and develop if citizens, administrations: any 
kind of human could attempt to transcend these borders in life. 

 
General Overview 

 
In principle, this matter concerns every human being on the planet since it may strike anyone with its 
certain aspects and problems in the future. First of all, comprehending and interpreting the main idea 
of the natural resources and its elements is quite important. Natural resources can be briefly grouped 
as two main elements: exhaustible natural resources and inexhaustible (renewable) natural resources. 
While exhaustible natural resources are always non-renewable, inexhaustible ones are always 
renewable. By this, it is simply understood that exhaustible natural resources are considered to end 
someday, due to their amount of stock and management in the nature.  
 
Only the depletion rate can be managed and shown for these resources. Examples for exhaustible 
natural resources can be given as: crude oil, coal, copper, rock phosphate and uranium. On the other 
hand, some inexhaustible or renewable resources have the ability to be managed and used 
sustainably however some do not. This situation usually depends on the resource, not whether it 
exists in nature or not.  
 
For example; the sun or wind are exactly inexhaustible however resources such as trees are 
renewable but can be exhausted only if not used sustainably. To sort out resources whether they are 
exhaustible or inexhaustible, checking out on their biological descendants or derivatives are quite 
useful. As a matter of fact, in general, consuming these resources consciously and sustainably 
projects us the future quite easier since otherwise we will have to find new resources in order to 
continue our life whether they are inexhaustible or not.  
 
The reserves containing these resources were created so slow during the geological processes 
however this does not mean that they will diminish or extinct this slow. During the past years, the  
 
 



world population has highly increased, especially at the beginning of the 21st century. This high 
number of the population certainly did have an impact on the concerning future of natural resources 
although not many efforts to combat the depletion of natural resources or so were seen until the 
recent years.  
 
Sadly, the first attentions and focuses drawn to this situation were by the Club of Rome at the 
beginning of the 1970s, which is considered to be such a recent date. Like the Club of Rome, some 
other charities and foundations also started focusing on this topic though at that time, they only 
emphasized on the depletion of fossil and mineral resources.  
 
Today, the aspects and emphases of this so-called calamity is much more wider, concerning more 
reserves and of course; people. Every year, the situation gets more serious than ever and finally leads 
to numerous environmental impacts such as: impacts of extraction in the nature or the disruption of 
materials cycles in the biosphere or huge movements of materials used and need in the biosphere. 
 
Definition of Key Terms 

 
Biosphere: The regions of the surface and atmosphere of the earth or another planet occupies by 
living organisms. 
 
Calamity/Catastrophe: An even causing great and often sudden damage or distress; a disaster. 
 
Geological process: Dynamic processes at work in the earth’s landforms and surfaces. 
 
OECD: Organization for Economic Co-Operation and Development. 
 
WWF: World Wildlife Fund. 
 
UNESCO: The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. 

 
Major Parties Involved and Their Views 

 
In the light of this emerging calamity, countries and non governmental organizations are getting 
concerned about the future of their natural resources, industrial works, military actions and 
economies thanks to the subject, though not all of them get majorly involved in such actions or aim 
to combat this issue seriously.  
 
USA: As having the most powerful army and one of the biggest economies in the world, the United 
States of America originally has the most influential and important geopolitical location when it 
comes to natural resources and reserves. The country has been using these reserves unsustainably 
and unconsciously since they entered the industrial era and became one of the biggest economies in 
the world. Today, these reserves have already approached to the edge of extinction. To be more 
specific; the nation’s total oil production has gone down by over 40 percent from its peak in 1970 
despite new and futuristic technologies, showing how serious the matter is. The US military is 
basically the most involved organization of the USA because of this calamity. The government is 
currently taking a major possession in facing this matter by actions such as: engaging special 
operations in 120 countries for new and elite powers, investing natural reserves in both North and 
Latin America, establishing global alliances with other countries and especially emphasizing the 
Carter Doctrine and focusing on petroleum; which is quite vital in the making of arms, weapons and 
industrial works. (The war/conflict between USA and Afghanistan at the mid 2000s was quite 
important as a matter of fact, since USA had the chance to invest and gain petroleum for itself) 
 
RUSSIA: Russia, with being the largest country in the world and welcoming 150 million habitants, 
is also one of the most important countries involved in this major environmental crisis. A major  
 
 



home to oil and natural gas, Russia once was a country that used its reserves sustainably other than 
many countries until the collapse of the Soviet Union. In recent years, graphics and researches shows 
that the Russian fields of oil and natural gas has been reduced by about %30, having an impact on 
the country’s economy and production. Thus, it is known that Europe is becoming increasingly 
dependent on Russian gas production, however President Vladimir Putin has already said before that 
he has the right cut all the export of these elements since his country has prime claim on what 
remains. Russia is considering that its natural reserves and resources are finite and also in the edge of 
extinction. 
  
CHINA: China is definitely an emerging country when it comes to environment; thanks to the high 
population it has, large industrial areas and its contribution to the general pollution of the biosphere. 
A recent study of the University of Georgia suggests that China is responsible for nearly 28 percent 
of plastic waste in ocean waters, making it the largest contributor to the crisis. A long-standing 
crisis: illegal businesses in China have caused the country to challenge the issue of the depletion of 
natural resources. While the country has a huge area covering the world and many unique reserves, it 
spends and consumes these resources unconsciously and the government watches this situation 
ignorantly, not involving in ecological/environmental alliances. These situations above seriously 
effect the depletion of natural resources in China. Though China has recently started to distress about 
its future, it also has to think and act consciously, involving the whole world in their concerns too. 
Their priority must be the impacts of this emerging crisis and in order to maintain this priority, they 
will have to pay a financial cost. 
 
AFRICAN COUNTRIES: Currently, the African continent and its countries are suffering of 
poverty, starvation and diseases, possibly due to the large increase of population everyday. The 
depletion of natural resources in Africa can also be clarified as a subject based on the population 
growth. According to reports, Libya, Egypt and Algeria were the top of a list of African countries 
living far beyond their ecological means. These countries are usually lessening their bio capacity, 
effecting their economies and futures. The high growth of population in Africa is right now a major 
world matter since it is believed that Africa’s population will account nearly one in four of the 
world’s population in 2050 and this major growth will bring and breed numerous more 
environmental catastrophes. 

 
Timeline of Events 
 

Date of Event Description of Event 
1905 US president Theodore Roosevelt creates the 

Bureau of Forestry of America in order to aside 
land cutting and stop the depletion of trees, a 
natural resource. 

January 1st 1968 The Club of Rome is launched, an organization to 
face international political issues and the first 
organization to draw attention on the depletion of 
natural resources. 

1969 The National Environmental Policy Act is passed 
in the US, being the first law ever to protect the 
environment. 

April 22nd 1970 First Earth Day ever. 
June 14th 1992 UN Earth Summit (Rio). It addressed new 

alternative sources of energy and had an important 
achievement, which later on led the Kyoto protocol 
to be signed. 

September 4th 2002  Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable 
Development.  
 
 



2007 US president Bush signs The Energy Independence 
and Security Act declaring the US an 
environmentally friendly country, aiming the 
country to product more renewable energy and 
resources. 

 
Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 
 
Till this day, innumerable attempts to resolve this crisis and sustain the consumption of natural 
resources have been seen by countries and NGO’s. First of all, studies and researches of universities 
or organizations have interpreted the ongoing crisis and predicted future concerns about the matter 
with graphics and tables. For example, the OECD has developed a number of indicators for 
monitoring movements and transitions in the sustainability of consumption.  
 
The WWF has also prepared charts and tables of indicators concerning the situation. Another vital 
organization in this subject is the EU, which proposed a strategy on the sustainable use of natural 
sources used in Europe at December 21, 2005. The strategy signed by the European Commission 
aims to reduce the impacts of the consuming of resources in economy and environment.  
 
The EU’s attempt to resolve this issue is not limited to this strategy signed as an International Panel 
on Sustainable Resource Management was also set up in 2007 with a group of scientists to find the 
origin of the strategy signed before. These actions were quite helpful to sort out and emphasize the 
situation however it was not enough. UNESCO also stands upon these concerning facts and aims to 
aid the world and humanity about this calamity.  
 
The Man and the Biosphere Program of UNESCO has been a constitution of a huge network of 621 
biosphere reserves in 117 countries over the past 40 years, preserving these biosphere reserve areas 
and strictly developing on sustainable usage. Last but not least, the US government has always been 
very helpful and acute to tackle these issues up by signing treaties and participating as founder 
members in global alliances. 
 
Possible Solutions 
 
Numerous possible solutions can be given to resolve the issue and the concerning matter. These 
possible solutions can illuminate a path to the road of sustainable usage of natural resources however 
not all of them can be listed as solutions concerning every single human in the world. They may and 
can change on one’s profession, ideas or thoughts.  
 
Saving water and other elements, consuming less energy or natural gas, utilizing renewable energy 
sources other than fossil fuels, and finally tutoring the public can only be a few and basic possible 
solutions in order to tackle up this matter of concern. 
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