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Introduction 
Mali, formerly known as French Sudan, is an African country which got its independence in relatively 
recent past, from France in 1960 to be exact, and has faced multiple droughts, rebellions, a coup, and 23 
years of military dictatorship until democratic elections in 1992. Even after 1992, activities of rebel groups, 
such as The Tuareg National Movement for the Liberation of Azawad (MNLA) and Islamist Ansar Dine 
Rebel group, and terrorist groups, such as al-Qaeda, continued.  

 
In the 2010s, the terror threat increased 
and in May of 2012 Ansar Dine and 
MNLA declared the northern parts of Mali 
to be an Islamist State. Ever since then, the 
government of Mali, with the help of a 
number of other states, has been fighting 
with these terrorist and rebel groups. A 
number of ethnically or religiously driven 
rebel groups are still present in Mali. With 
the theme at hand in this year's ENIMUN 
conference “World in Crisis: Adapting or 
Magnifying?” this is an important issue, 
tackling the damaging impact of the 

political situation in Mali, has been put, to 
cover. the executive team selecting made a 

crucial choice with selecting this agenda item, considering that not much coverage is done by the media of 
this issue even though it is highly needed.  
Key Vocabulary  
Tuareg People: A semi-nomadic ethnic group of people, also known as Blue People because of their 
traditions of wearing indigo colored turbans and traditional robes and dying their skin dark blue, who are 
descendants of the Berber people, who live in the Azawad region. Tuareg people are a minority group in 
Mali, and they are Muslims. 
 
Azawad: A region that covers the Sahara and Sahel regions of Libya, Algeria, Niger, Burkina Faso, and 
Mali. 
 
Ethnic Rebels: A term used to describe ethnically driven fighting forces.  
 
Islamist Rebels: A term used to describe fighting forces driven by the religion of Islam. 
 
AQIM: Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb is al-Qaeda’s institution in North Africa. Their fighters are mostly 

Picture 1: Area where the Tuareg People live 
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foreigners and their main goal is to spread Islamic law, Sharia, and liberate Malians from French colonial 
legacy. 
 
MUJAO: Movement for Unity and Jihad in West Africa is a fragment of AQIM and their goal is to spread 
jihad to West Africa. They have conducted a campaign of violence against Tuareg separatists while 
advocating for Islamic law. 
 
Ansar Dine: An Islamist rebel group that seeks to impose Islamic law to Mali. A portion of its fighters are 
Tuareg descendants. 
 
IMA: Islamic Movement of Azawad is a group formerly tied with Ansar Dine until January 2013. The group 
is an advocate of dialogue with the Malian government and claims they oppose terrorism and extremism. 
 
MNLA: The National Movement Liberation of Azawad is a secular Tuareg group that seeks independence 
of the Azwad region. Their activity first began in 1960 when Mali got its independence. Many of MNLA 
combatants have fought alongside former Libyan Leader Colonel Gaddafi’s troops. They were former allies 
with Ansar Dine and MUJAO, however they are now opposing Islamist groups. They are considered to be 
an ethnically driven rebel group. 
 
Signed-in-Blood Battalion: Group of fighters organized by AQIM that is mostly made up of foreign fighters 
who are vowed to implement and protect Sharia in the northern region of Mali. 
 
MINUSMA: The  United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali was 
established by Security Council resolution 2100 of 25 April 2013 to support political processes in the 
country and carry out a number of security-related tasks.  The Mission was asked to support the transitional 
authorities of Mali in the stabilization of the country and implementation of the transitional roadmap. 
 
Kunta Tribe: Arabs of Uqba ibn Nafi and Berber Zenata descendant. In Arabic, Kunta means “you were” in 
2nd singular person male. Their leaders are located in north east Mali. 

Junta: A small group ruling a country, especially immediately after a coup and before a legally constituted 
government has been instituted. 

 
Focused Overview  

1) General Overview of the Country 
Mali is a country located in the North-eastern side of the 
African continent. It has a population of 17.8 million, 94.8 
percent of which is Muslim. The Tuareg people make up 0.9 
percent of the population, around 160967 people. Neighboring 
countries include; Mauritania, Niger, Algeria, Burkina Faso, 
Cote d’Ivoire, Guinea, and Senegal. Niger river also runs 
through Mali and separates the country into to where one side 
is rich with resources and the other side has been dealing 
scavengers.  
 

Picture 2: Map of Mali with current rebel groups 
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2) From 1992 to Present Day 
Mali first gained its independence from France in 1960, before that it was known as French Sudan. Mali had 
gone through a military coup and was in a dictatorship for 23 years, then it had its first democratic election 
in 1992 in which Alpha Konare won. Alpha signed a peace agreement in 1995 with the Tuareg people which 
led the return of thousands of people, of whom was displaced in previous years. In October of 1999, a fight 
between members of the Kunta tribe (Arabs of Uqba ibn Nafi and Berber Zenata descendant. In Arabic, 
Kunta means “you were” in 2nd singular person male. Their leaders are located in north east Mali.) and an 
Arab community causing several people to be killed. 
 
In April of 2002, Amadou Toumani Toure was elected; however, the polls were believed to be rigged. In 
October of the same year, the government resigned with no public explanation. In 2003, more clashes 
between Muslim groups were seen. In 2004, a drought happened and caused severe food shortage in 2005. 
In 2006, the Malian government signed a peace deal with Tuareg rebels who were seeking greater autonomy 
for their region located in the northern desert. Around the time the rebel group gathered more arms in the 
town of Kidal (Mali) which raised a fear of an upcoming rebellion. Toure won the presidential election for 
the second five-year term in April 2007. 
 
In August of 2007, as suspected Tuareg rebel group abducted government soldiers in separate incidents near 
Algerian and Niger borders.  In April 2008, the Tuareg rebels agreed to a ceasefire; however, in May, they 
killed 17 soldiers in an attack to an army post located in the Northeast of Mali. In the following months of 
the year, more attacks took place in Northern Mali on military bases by Tuareg rebels, where around 20 
people were killed and several were taken hostage. In February of the following year, the Malian 
government stated that the army had taken control of all the bases of the most active Tuareg rebel group. In 
the same month, around 700 rebel fighters surrendered their weapons. In May 2009, Malian and Algerian 
governments planed a joint operation against al-Qaeda based Islamic militant group and Algeria began 
sending military aid to Mali. In April 2010, Mali, Algeria, Mauritania, and Niger set up joint command 
forces to tackle the threat of terrorism. Tuareg rebels conducted more attacks in the following years in the 
northern towns, and the threat of another attack caused civilians to flee to Mauritania in March 2012.  
 
In April 2012, the Tuareg MNLA and Ansar Dine took control over the northern part of Mali and declared 
an independent Islamic state. In May military junta retook the control of the country after an alleged coup 
attempt by supporters of former president Toure, who was deposed in March 2012 because of the ineffective 
ways he dealt with the Tuareg rebellion. In the months of June and July of 2012 Ansar Dine and al-Qaeda 
turned against MNLA and captured the cities of Timbuktu, Kidal, and Gao, destroying many Muslim shrines 
that offended their puritan views. In September of 2012, Islamist rebels seized the town of Dountza, which 
had a strategic position in the center of Mali, helping rebels to get closer to the capital. 
 
In November 2012 Ecowas, the West African regional group, agreed to take back the northern parts of Mali 
by a coordinated military expedition with the help of the United Nations (UN) and the African Union (AU). 
In December of 2012, the UN and the United States threatened the government of Mali with sanctions after 
the resignation of the Prime Minister, Cheick Modibo Diarra. 
 
In the first month of the following year, Islamist groups captured the town of Konna and planned to march 
to the capital. After the town was captured, the Malian government contacted France for help. France sent 
their troops and the troops immediately recaptured the towns of Gao, Timbuktu, and Kidal. Other European 
countries pledged to help retrain the Malian army. In May, France began to withdraw its troops from the 
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country and regional African forces sent help to the Malian army in order to help them provide security. 
 
An international conference was held in May 2013, in which countries pledged 4 billion dollars to Mali in 
order to help it rebuild. In the June of the same year, the Malian government signed a peace deal with 
Tuareg nationalist rebels, in which rebels agreed to hand over Northern town Kidal, that they took after 
French troops forced out Islamists. In the months of July and August, Ibrahim Boubacar Keita won the 
presidential elections. In the same months, France handed over its responsibility for security to MINUSMA 
forces. 
 
Over the following months, governments' relations with Tuareg rebels worsened as more clashes began to 
occur. In May 2014, a truce between the Malian government and the Tuareg MNLA broke down and the 
MNLA seized control of Kidal city, Menaka, Agelhok, Anefis, and Tessalit. In September 2014, the MNLA 
opened an “Azawad embassy” in the Netherlands. 
 
In April 2015, Coordination of Azwad Movements clashed with UN peacekeepers in Timbuktu and took 
over the town of Lere and tried to recapture Meneka. In May 2015, French troops killed al-Qaeda 
commanders and a peace accord was signed to end the conflict in Northern Mali, by the Malian government 
and several militias and rebel groups. In June 2015, Tuareg rebels and the Malian government signed a 
peace deal aimed to end the decades-long conflict. In the deal, the government gave the Tuareg people more 
regional autonomy and dropped arrest warrants for their leaders. In the following months, several attacks 
were conducted by Islamist rebel groups killing both civilians and foreign forces.  
 
Since 2013 more than a hundred UN peacekeepers have died in the UN mission’s deployment in Mali.  
 
A Malian jihadist was found guilty of ransacking the city of Timbuktu. He had an unprecedented trial in the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ). Another attack was conducted in January 2017, in which 37 people died 
at a military camp in Gao. In February 2017, Malian soldiers and rival militia groups took part in a joint 
patrol as a part of the peace agreement signed in 2015. In April 2017, al-Qaeda based group Nusrat al-Islam 
wal Muslimeen conducted an attack which killed two civilians. 
 
In the first month of 2018, 14 soldiers were killed in a suspected attack by Islamist rebels and in elsewhere 
26 civilians died after hitting a landmine. In June 2018, Mali held a presidential election, Ibrahim Boubacar 
Keita won. 
 
Major Parties Involved and Their Views 
Mali 
The government of Mali has been fighting with rebel groups since 1992, actions taken by the Malian 
government has been explicitly written in the focused overview. 
 
France 
France has sent their troops to the areas which were captured by rebel groups in order to retake them for the 
government of Mali. 
 

MINUSA (The  United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali) 
MINUSA has been operating in region since 2013 to establish security in the region. 
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European Union 
The EU is making a substantial contribution to support the Malian authorities to secure peace and stability, 
governance and sustainable development in the country. The National Indicative Programme 
for Mali outlines the main focal sectors of the EU cooperation with the country during the period 2014-20 
under the 11th European Development Fund. In 2013, €327 million have been committed and €124.6 
million have been paid under the 10th European Development Fund (EDF) programmes. The Commission 
has thus respected the pledge made at the donor conference for Mali in Brussels, to deliver these funds in 
2013.  
 

Algeria  
Algeria has sent Military equipment to Mali for its with rebel groups and conducted a joint operation against 
al-Qaeda. Along with Mali, Mauritania, and Niger, Algeria set up a joint command force to tackle the threat 
of terrorism.  
 

Timeline of Events 
Date of Event Description of Event 
1992 First democratic presidential elections are held. 
2004 Drought and locust infestations occur, causing a food shortage. 

June 2006 
The government and Tuareg rebel groups sign a peace deal. 

August 2007 
Attack by the Tuareg rebel group on government soldiers. 

April 2008 
A ceasefire is signed by Tuareg rebels and the government. 

February 2009 
Government takes control of all active Tuareg rebel groups' bases. 

May 2009 
Algeria begins sending military equipment to Mali for preparation for a joint 
operation against al-Qaeda. 

January 2010 
Civilians flee to Mauritania with the fear of a new Tuareg attack. 

April 2010 
Mali, Algeria, Mauritania, and Niger set up a joint command to tackle the 
threat of terrorism. 

April 2012 
Tuareg rebels seize control of northern part of Mali and declare 
independence. 

May 2012 
The Tuareg MNLA and Ansar Dine merge and declare northern Mali to be 
an Islamic state and begin to impose Islamic law.  

June – July 2012 
Ansar Dine and al-Qaeda turn against MNLA and capture the main northern 
cities. 

September 2012 
Islamist rebels seize the town of Douentza. 

November 2012 
Ecowas agrees to a coordinated military expedition to recapture the north.  

January 2013 
French troops arrive to the conflict region and retake Gao, Timbuktu and 
Kidal. 

April 2013 Withdrawal of French troops. 
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May 2013 
An international conference is held to rebuild Mali. 

June 2013 
Government and Tuareg rebels sign a deal. 

May 2014 
Tuareg MNLA took control of Kidal, Meneka, Agelhok, Anefis and 
Tessalit. 

April 2015 
Upsurge between northern rebels with UN peacekeepers in Timbuktu. 

June 2015 
A peace deal is signed between the government and the Tuareg rebel group. 

February 2017 
Mailian soldiers and rival militia groups take part in a joint patrol. 

January 2018 
Islamist rebel groups attack a military base at Soumpi killing 14 soldiers. 

June 2018 Mali holds a presidential election. 

 
Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 
● S/RES/2100 (25 April 2013) 
Establishment of MINUSMA 

 
● S/RES/2164 (25 June 2014) 
The council decided that the Mission should focus on duties, such as ensuring security, stabilization and 
protection of civilians; supporting national political dialogue and reconciliation; and assisting the 
reestablishment of State authority, the rebuilding of the security sector, and the promotion and protection 
of human rights in that country. 

 
● All resolutions passed by UN on the situation in Mali can be found here  

 
Possible Solutions 
You should decide whether the government should try to contact with Islamist rebel groups in order to come 
to a peaceful agreement like they did with MNLA, if they should than how. You can focus on MINUSMA 
and what can be done to improve their activity in the region. You can focus on sending military and 
humanitarian aid to the area or whether monetary aid should be sent and how. 
 

Further Reading 
● Information on Mali 

 
● Human Rights Watch Report 

 
● General overview of Mali 

 
● News articles on the situation in Mali 

 
● Further information on MINUSMA 

 
● News articles on the situation in Mali 
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● Further information on the relations of Tuareg people with the government of Mali 

 
● News articles on the situation in Mali 

 
● Further information on rebel groups present in Mali 

 
● Timeline of events in Mali 
● Contributions made by European countries to better this situation 
 
● Reports submitted by the Security Council on Mali 
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