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Introduction 
Globalization is a dynamic process which can be seen in most countries around the globe within the 
development of industrial and economic matters. However, thus the positive impacts of this process 
regarding the development of the previously mention matters, globalization also has a massive influ-
ence on various cultures around the world both positive and negative.  
 
Our world’s cultures are extraordinarily diverse and vulnerable as they are unique, therefore they can 
also easily be influenced by one another. Due to this fragility, both culture as its own, and its heritages 
can easily be afflicted in many various ways, while globalization is one of the main aspects that have 
an impact on such issue. 
 

Key Vocabulary  
Culture: The set of values, conventions, or social practices associated within a particular group and the 
characteristic features of everyday existence shared by a group of people in a certain place or time. 

 
Intangible Cultural Heritage: Features belonging to the culture of a particular society, such as tradi-
tions, languages, or buildings, that were created in the past and still have historical importance which 
are not material.  

 
Globalization: Globalization is growth on a worldwide scale. It is the process of integration and inter-
national influence of economies and cultures. 

 
Integration: Action or process of successfully joining or mixing with a different group of people or the 
combination of two specific things in an effective way. 

 

Focused Overview 
Even though globalization is a worldwide process with its countless benefits regarding many different 
fields such as economics and technology, not everyone has equal access to these benefits. As an ex-
ample of such benefits can be taken into notice that the massive growth of globalization among some 
specific countries nowadays allow its citizens to be easily able to access knowledge throughout the 
rapid development of technology, but this doesn’t stop globalization from becoming a threat against 
our world’s various cultures.  
 
According to researches, globalization creates a global culture in which the identity of a group of peo-
ple is united as one, as this creates a society with the lack of unique and different identities and beliefs 
among the citizens. This tends to bring a homogenous culture throughout the world that might lead 
some cultural values to be universalized. While this prevents some cultural values to continue its ex-
istence instead of being demolished, on the other hand it causes some serious problems among some 
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preservative states, since the openness of their culture to the outside effects might lead to the loss of 
their traditional values and indigenous cultural identities. As it is clear that every culture has been 
more or less influenced by one another, there is only one thing that they all share and that is their 
uniqueness.  
 

1) Culture 
Culture, on the other hand is also an unseen but powerful force that holds everyone captive and united 
together around common interests, values and beliefs, according to the description of the anthropolo-
gists. Other than the previously mentioned facts, shall be taken into notice that intangible cultural her-
itage also has a significant role in terms of culture and its effects on society. After all, our cultural her-
itage forms an important part of our cultural identity. It is a tool to maintain our roots during our life-
time and as a result of that, an important aspect for the change and mobility of our characteristics. For 
instance, it is quite important to emphasize on the importance of the contribution of intangible cultural 
heritage on the definition of one’s identity. Our identities are influenced by a variety of factors includ-
ing the environment one finds himself/herself in.  
 
During the development of an identity, the environment including the economic, political, cultural and 
social factors are as important as one’s characteristics. Since culture is the main aspect that effects the 
social political and economic factors in a specific area, it is obvious that cultural heritage is one of the 
most defining factors of a person’s identity that influences its development as well, apart from one’s 
characteristic traits. Other than everything above intangible cultural heritage promotes cultural diver-
sity and the development of a culture as its own. Since intangible cultural heritage plays such an im-
portant role in the form of our identities and the growth of our culture’s degradation of such heritage 
in the era of globalization concerns us all.  
  

2) Globalization and Intangible Cultural Heritage 
As another aspect intangible cultural heritage illustrates the dynamism of cultures since it is also re-
ferred to as the “living” culture. The way every living being, intangible cultural heritage also changes 
and evolves constantly over time, as no culture can stay the same and static. During this, the interac-
tion with other cultures helps a culture to develop as its own in a beneficial way as well, in a situation 
where the culture isn’t unified as one with another one where will be destroyed. 
 
To focus on this issue in the era of globalization one can observe that globalization provides opportu-
nities to access knowledge and information about a broad range of cultural heritage on a global scale, 
since in a globalized area the society can be informed about anything within an extreme range of 
speed duo to the developed technology and economics in this specific area. For instance, globalization 
shall neither be seen as an elixir that will cure and guide mankind throughout all their conflicts, nor as 
a catastrophic process that will eventually strike down each and every culture around the globe.  

 

Major Parties Involved and Their Views 
The major parties involved in this issue are obviously the most globalized countries, where in cultural 
heritage is also quite rich. Intangible cultural heritage represents the major wealth of countries of the 
South, where it is alive and rich. Now that it is beginning to be recognized as equally important as the 
physical, or material, heritage that has developed primarily in the North, there is a resulting awareness 
of the fact that countries of the South have an extraordinary cultural heritage too. 
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Japan 
Intangible heritage, awareness of its importance only emerged after the last war. 
 
Italy 
Italy has more UNESCO World Heritage sites than any other country in the world, yet its culture 
budget has been cut almost in half over the last three years, from $603 million to $340 million, and 
now barely covers maintenance or preservation. 
 
France 
In the 19th-Century a vast amount of cultural heritage was destroyed in France, especially in the areas 
around capital city: Paris. This crisis is also called Old Stones versus Modern Identities Efforts at 
preservation of historically significant buildings were thus regularly displaced by the drive for urban 
modernization. 
 
United Kingdom 
In the United Kingdom the statements of  Michael Ellis, UK Minister for Heritage got attention where 
he stated that cultural heritage sites tell the human history. As a result of this opinion of his, a new 
project was established in UK under the “Cultural Protection Fund”, which is a fund that provides es-
sential support to countries where internationally important heritage has been damaged or is under 
threat to be damaged. The UK government supports that we all are responsible to help and support 
communities around the world as much as we can, in order for art culture and cultural heritage of 
global significance to be preserved. British Council in 2016, designed clauses to safeguard heritage 
threatened by conflict in countries across the Middle East and North Africa.  
 
There have been nine projects that were supported in this round of the Cultural Protection Fund. With 
the establishment of these projects the UK done a great amount of financial support to many different 
countries. Some of the projects are down below: 

Picture 1: The Most Globalized Countries in 2018 
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• Community Museums of Western Sudan: Omdurman, El Obeid, Nyala, Sudan - £997,000 
• Archaeological practice and heritage protection in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq - £301,178 

(University of Glasgow) 
• The Revitalization and Development of Rural Jerusalem, Occupied Palestinian Territories - 

£1,018,470 
• Emergency response program for the endangered watercraft heritage of Iraq - £99,246 
• Building community capacity & management frameworks for the protection of the historic 

town, Iraq - £100,000 
• Assessing the condition of the Afghan national art collection, Afghanistan - £50,000 

 
United States of America 
In the US, more than 100 natural world heritage sites were degraded by human activity. The forest 
loss in North America and Australia, with 63% of sites under increased pressure from infrastructure, 
agriculture and settlements is an important event about this issue. 
 
Timeline of Events 
Date of Event Description of Event 

November 2001 A declaration is signed by UNESCO 

2001 Some intangible cultural heritage sites are proclaimed as 
“masterpieces” 

2002 28 more masterpieces were added to the list 

2005 Third joint conference of UNESCO  

 
**Other than these events this report focuses mainly on the globalized countries and their views which 
can be found in the “Major Parties Involved” section of the report.  
 

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 
• The unanimous adoption of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-

tion’s (UNESCO) Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity by the General Conference of 
UNESCO in November 2001 is a major milestone in this huge and demanding struggle. The 
Declaration states that cultural diversity is a source of exchange, innovation and creativity, and 
that humanity’s diverse cultures are its common wealth.  
 

• In the preceding months, another major innovation was introduced with the First Proclamation 
of Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity.  
 

• The year 2001 saw the selection of 19 cultural spaces as in intangible culture heritage areas and 
expressions as Masterpieces.  
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• Twenty-eight more masterpieces were proclaimed in November the year after. Nogaku and Bun-
raku from Japan are among the 47 masterpieces proclaimed so far.  
 

• The third joint conference of UNESCO zooms in on an important area of joint international 
action to make globalization work for the protection and promotion of cultural diversity. 
 

Possible Solutions 
One of the main issues that shall be taken into consideration regarding this question would be, focus-
ing on the ways to preserve our unique and diverse cultures in order for them to continue their ex-
istence without being integrated with other cultures and getting lost. As another aspect, appreciating 
the importance of  cultural heritage in the formation of the identity of an individual, cultural diversity 
shall be promoted and protected.  
 
Globalization has positive and negative effects such as standardizing the cultures, while also playing 
an important role in their evolvement, since it allows different cultures to influence and develop one 
another. However, the main challenge to focus here is to think of ways, how to preserve the intangible 
cultural heritage and the cultural diversity, in order for the future generations to be aware of their past 
and their present, for them to be able to form their identity with the correct and possibly the best way 
of influence of their culture. To extend the benefits of intangible cultural heritage to a greater majority 
and achieving a balance in such area can also help the society to become aware of their culture and its 
various effects.  
 
Also raising awareness on this issue will help individuals to put more effort on the promoting the im-
portance of intangible cultural heritage. Also, while coming up with ideas of solutions regarding 
this issue, it is important to focus on the damaging of cultural heritage around the globe in ways 
such as polluting the area or industrial modification on the cultural heritage itself or around the area of 
it, in ways that might result the degradation of it. 
 
Further Reading 

• This document focuses on preserving the cultural heritage while improving the environment 
 

• This document is about globalization and intangible cultural heritage 
 

• This document focuses on globalization and crisis of cultural identity  
 

• This document shows the most globalized countries around the globe according to studies 
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