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Introduction 
 
Rise of nationalism and far right politics is a phenomenon that has become popular 
especially during the recent years. The support of radical right and nationalistic 
political parties throughout Europe and America is increasing, and as a result of that, 
the ethnic or religious minorities and immigrants in a country are becoming the targets 
of hate crimes, extreme discrimination and violence.  
 
This new ideology, which is thought to emerge as a result of globalization and 
immigrant crisis, separates people from each other, causing the tension in the current 
world dynamics to rise.  
 
In this report, which aims to create a basis for the research of the delegates, the causes 
of rising nationalism, specific examples that concerns the international community, the 
effects of extreme nationalism on the Europe and America of the 21st century and 
possible policy changes to alter the offensive nature and effects of this new phenomena 
will be elaborated upon. 
 
General Overview 

 
Nationalism emerged mainly as a response to globalization and accelerated with the 
outbreak of the migrant crisis. Globalization is a phenomenon that includes the 
exceeding of the national of culture, economic relationships, politics and social values. 
As a result of globalization, besides the establishment of more complex and free 
economic and trade structures, the citizens also observe many changes in their daily 
lives.  
 
The American fast-food brands, the Korean pop bands that people now admire, the 
electronic devices, most of the entertainment industry including music, films and 
comics are all parts of globalization. However in this atmosphere, the preservation of 
national culture, values and common background became very challenging for the 
nations. As a result of this, especially the more conservative parts of the communities, 
embraced the idea of nationalism as a response to losing their national identity. These 
people believed that the far-right nationalist parties could make their voices be heard 
and could also solve the problems that globalization and changing economic and 
political systems brought, unlike to the ordinary politician. 
 
Another very important cause of the rise of nationalism is the effects of the current 
migrant crisis and Islam’s perception in Europe. Especially after the Arab Spring the 
rate of immigration to the European states substantially increased. In a current opinion 
poll it was revealed that a majority of the European population accused the minorities, 
different cultures and immigrants in their countries for the socio-economic and political 



problems that they face. A part of the European people started to believe that their 
continent was becoming ‘’Islamized’’ with the increasing population of Muslims. This 
fear and xenophobia, the belief that the Muslims are taking away the Europe and their 
jobs encouraged some groups to follow the nationalistic ideas in the democratic fields 
while driving some others to show their hatred by violence, causing the rate and 
intensity of the hate crimes to increase and become a major problem. 
 
The very nature of the European Union also triggers the nationalistic view in some 
parts of the countries. In the EU, the countries follow a common policy in fields like 
science, energy, education, health and human rights. Besides, they have a common 
currency, Euro, and they also follow a common visa system, creating the Schengen 
Area of free movement. This means that a European citizen or another person living in 
the Eastern states can go and start living in the Western states without the bureaucratic 
formalities, and this means that the migrants also have a right of free movement.  
 
For the European Union states, the decisions of the Union are considered to be above 
their national parliament’s decisions, so this view makes some groups think that the EU 
is against their national sovereignty and actually causes more migrants to enter their 
country as their nation’s free will can’t control their migrant policies because of the 
open border policy. These groups eventually start to support more conservative views 
and political parties.  
 
Many of the far-right nationalist parties are also Eurosceptic so it can be said that 
besides indirectly empowering nationalistic view, the EU’s future can be uncertain if 
the far-right parties come to power in the most influential countries of the Union.  

 
Definition of Key Terms 

 
Nationalism: Although there are discussions about the exact definition of nationalism 
between the scholars, the most general and accepted definition is as following: the 
ideology based on the premise that the individual’s loyalty and devotion to the nation-
state surpass other individual or group interests. 
 
Xenophobia: Attitudes, prejudices and behavior that reject, exclude and often vilify 
people, based on the perception that they are outsiders or foreigners to the community, 
society or national identity. 
 
Hate Crimes: A crime, typically one involving violence, that is motivated by prejudice 
on the basis of race, religion, sexual orientation, or other grounds.  
 
Major Parties Involved and Their Views 
 
United States of America: The Election of Donald Trump with his discriminatory 
attitude towards migrants is the biggest extreme nationalistic incident that occurred in 
the USA in the recent years. Trump was defending conservative and nationalistic ideas 
as his opponent supported globalization. Eventually he was the one to win the elections. 
Considering the mass influence of USA in world politics, economy and culture the 
xenophobic attitude of the country’s new president is definitely having important 
consequences.  
 



United Kingdom: The decision to leave the EU taken by the British people, Brexit, 
was because of the thought that EU had great control over their country, free will and 
especially migrant policies. Afraid of and fed up with the migrants coming to their 
country, the people of UK chose to follow the nationalistic thought and far-right 
ideology of UK Independence Party (UKIP) during the referendum to take the anti-EU 
path.  
 
France: Many political scientists believe that France’s National Front (FN) and Marine 
Le Pen are the most notable and important nationalism supporters of the Europe with a 
capacity of having large-scale effects in EU. Marine Le Pen’s father founded FN 
however as he was associated with Holocaust Denial and racism the party couldn’t be 
successful. However, after having her father expelled from the party, in this year’s 
elections Le Pen had her voice heard throughout Europe. Although this far-right 
politician failed to win the elections they received the most number of votes in their 
history. Besides her ideas against France’s presence in the EU and the Eurozone, she 
was also supporting anti-immigrant policies.  
 
Denmark: Having one of the toughest immigration policies throughout Europe, 
Denmark also has been a place where the nationalist view has support. Being against 
multiculturalism like the nationalists of Scandinavia, the far-right nationalistic Danish 
People’s Party came second in last year’s election and managed to get 21% of the votes. 
DPP had also won the European Parliament election in Denmark with a 27% of vote. 
 
Austria: In Austria, far-right Freedom Party (FPOe) is the main face of nationalistic 
view. When the party gained seats in the Parliament in 2000, the other EU countries 
imposed sanctions on the country. However, with their anti-immigrant and anti-Islam 
views, the party secured the second place in the disputed elections of spring 2016, with 
nearly half of the votes. Austria’s elections are one of the most notable nationalistic 
incidents in the Europe.  
 
Hungary: Jobbik is the third biggest party in the country with having 20% of the votes 
in 2014 and it defends nationalistic ideas. Their rallies have Hungarian flags and red-
white Arpad stripes, which are generally associated with the pro-Nazi regime. It was 
with Jobbik’s support when the government of Hungary took the decision of building a 
wire fence on their border with Serbia to keep the immigrants out of the country and 
the Union, whose quota system of immigrants very well disturbs the Hungarians in 
general.  
 
Germany: Germany’s decision of accepting nearly 1.2 million refugees definitely had 
important effects on nationalism in the country. Namely, the Alternative for Germany 
(AfD) is an anti-Eurozone political party especially acting against the mass influx of 
immigrants. The party has not made it to the national level yet, however they have seats 
in state parliaments. They state that Islam doesn’t belong to Germany and to prevent it 
from spreading there has to be “drastic changes”. 
 
Italy: Northern League (Lega Nord) is a party with anti-EU and anti-immigration 
policies, which was actually established in 1991 with the aim of creating an 
independent state in the northern part of the country. However, the party, which got %4 
of the votes in 2013, is now mainly focusing on granting more autonomy to the 
northern parts of the country and the influx of immigration from North Africa to Italy. 



 
Netherlands: The third largest party of the country, the Party for Freedom (PVV) with 
Geert Wilders is a Eurosceptic and nationalistic party, which supports ideas such as the 
banning of Quran. They stated that they want to stop Muslim migration to Netherlands.  
 
Sweden: The third largest party of Sweden with 13% of the votes, supports policies 
about strict immigration control and opposes the existence of different cultures within 

the country. The party, Sweden 
Democrats (SD) considerably contradicts 
with the ideas of the Sweden’s, Social 
Democrats, a liberal and leftist party with 
ideas that the Swedish people are used to.   
 
Switzerland: Swiss People’s Party is an 
anti-immigration party in Switzerland 
and they won the general elections in 
2015. They now have 65 of the 200 seats. 
After the outbreak of migrant crisis, the 
support for them substantially increased, 
causing them to succeed. Although the 
country is not in the EU, they are still in 
the Schengen Area of free movement. 
With their anti-immigrant policies that 
are seen to be racist by some parts, the 
party has some legal disputes with the 

EU right now.   
 
It mustn’t be forgotten that there are activities of the far-right parties in other 
European countries such as Belgium, Finland, Cyprus, Bulgaria, Greece and Slovakia; 
besides other states with cases of hate crimes and the ones included in here are just the 
most notable ones. Delegates are expected to have an idea about the other countries 
besides the details about the events mentioned in here as well. 
 
Timeline of Events 
 

Date of Event Description of Event 
1990 Dissolution of the state, causing the roots of globalization to 

emerge (USSR).  
2011 Start of the civil war and the influx of refugees (Syria).  
2014 SD wins 13% in the election (Sweden).  
2014 Jobbik gets 20% of the votes (Hungary).  
October 2015 Swiss People’s Party wins the elections with 29.4% 

(Switzerland).  
April 2016 FPOe gets notable amount of votes (Austria).  
June 2016 Vote for Brexit (UK).  
November 2016 Election of Donald Trump (USA).  
April-May 2017 Marine Le Pen looses the election (France).  

 
Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 
 



As the existence of far-right parties is fully legal, the aspect that has been perceived as 
a problem for the international organizations to tackle has been xenophobia and hate 
crimes emerging because of it. As for the opposition of the nationalistic view, though it 
is not a solution attempt, the delegates can examine the activities of the leftist parties.  

 
The policies of different European and American governments to prevent hate crimes 
has generally been parallel to each other, and they include ideas such as creating public 
awareness and education, installment of powerful deterrents in the legal systems and 
the increase of the control of the police forces.  
 
The governments have been also working to detect and eliminate the illegal 
organizations with extreme nationalistic and violent mindsets, however these control 
strategies apparently has to be improved.  

 
Possible Solutions 
 
It must never be forgotten that the existence of far-right and nationalistic parties is a 
part of democracy and should be perceived as a happening instead of a problem that 
has to be taken care of. In other words, the aim of the delegates should never be to 
cease the existence of such political parties and views. Instead, what has to be accepted 
as a problem is the violent results of the rise of nationalism, and for the European 
Union countries the risk of their Union collapsing in the future.  
 
The main aim has to be the prevention of hate crimes and discrimination that minorities 
and immigrants face because of the extreme cases of nationalism. Another aspect of the 
issue is granting legal and peaceful ways for different nationalities to have 
independence, so that this desire won’t become a violent demonstration. As a long-term 
solution, the delegates can also focus on bridging the gap between the politics and the 
people for the change of the environment, which causes the far right and nationalistic 
thought to emerge. 
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